Taxonomical and epidemiological investigations ofAeromonas sp
In their recent article' Carey et al contend that the universal, commercial 16S + 23S rRNA of Escherichia coli is an unsuitable probe for the taxonomical identification of hybridisation groups (groups 1 to 13) of Aeromonas sp. For more than two years, we have been studying the taxonomy of Aeromonas sp and have examined more than 400 strains originating-for example, from food, water, human fecal samples, and fish (A salmonicida). Ribotyping using universal 16S + 23S rRNA labelled with digoxigenin as the probe has produced reproducible results which are comparable with those reported by Martinetti-Lucchini and Altwegg.2 For successful identification of hybridisation groups in Aeromonas sp, the isolates should have been adequately characterised by conventional methods3 -procedures used to purify chromosomal DNA are important because extraction of active endonucleases using phenol/chloroform and chloroform is required (polysaccharide contamination can cause problems). The quantity of DNA used is also important. Ribopattems occurring at molecular weights of about 0-8 to 4 kilobases can be used for the identification of a hybridisation group if DNA is restricted with Smal. For this area to become visible, 4 to 5 ,ug of DNA is needed. Carey et al' report that they used only 1 jug of DNA and I believe that this is why these authors failed to visualise "small" bands. To identify the source of contamination, a representative sample of the iodine, safranin, and crystal violet solutions were centrifuged. Deposits from each were placed onto a clean, glass slide with a sterile needle and syringe and then stained by Gram's method using freshly prepared and filtered stains. Numerous Gram negative bacilli were present in the crystal violet deposit only. These grew after enrichment culture and were identified as Pseudomonas cepacia. Further investigation revealed that the deionised water used in the preparation of the stain was contaminated with P cepacia and Corynebacterium aquaticum.
There have been numerous reports of contamination of laboratory reagents; one recent report found the source of contamination to be a phenol red solution.' Many different organisms have been implicated in such reports, including P cepacia.2 Contamination of hospital distilled water systems has also been reported.3 Deionised water is not necessarily bacteriologically sterile and should therefore be filtered with a bacteriological grade filter before use.
In deal of basic biochemical detail which would probably be more than most readers would require. It is always useful, however, to review some of the basic cellular processes involved in the biochemistry of growth factors. It would have been useful to review some of the molecular biology of cell proliferation and use of proliferation markers in the assessment of lung tumours. The chapter on lung cancer antigens, I feel, is less successful, probably because of the early nature of the development of this subject, in particular the complex nomenclature of the antigens. Time will tell if the assessment of lung tumour antigens will be relevant in the treatment of lung cancer.
The latter half of the book has a very clinical bias and is particularly useful to non-clinicians involved in the biology of lung cancer.
In summary, this book provides a good review of lung cancer, although by its very nature only snapshots of the subject are taken. The penalty of being a multiauthor book is some slight discontinuity and repetition within the book; a little more liaison among the authors, particularly in the basic science chapters, would have been of benefit. However, I would recommend it as a succinct review of some advances seen in the very important subject of lung cancer.
EA SHEFFIELD The editor acknowledges in his preface that the book is not meant for the specialist, raising two questions: "What is a specialist?" and "What business has a non-specialist acting in fields which require him to refer to this book?" The book thus falls between two stools-it is possible for the non-specialist to fail to realise how difficult is the interpretation of some aspects of trauma and for the specialist to be frustrated by the failure of the book to address specific problems. Despite separate sections on "child abuse" and accidental injury to children, the opportunity has been missed to give details as to how one may distinguish between intentional and accidental injury to children from the injuries sustained. It is also curious that, where the book is directed to the "clinician involved in trauma", the chapter on "asphyxia" addresses only fatalities.
As a "non-specialist" in those fields, I cannot comment meaningfully on those chapters regarding the biochemistry, haemodynamics, microbiology, and psychopathology of trauma and violence, except to point out that there is more in the literature concerning the histological dating of thrombosis than one might infer from that chapter.
An ambivalent welcome, therefore, to this new edition: should one have access to the original, purchase of this volume need not be regarded as essential. 
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